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43ir creft intentionally or unintemt{iénally entered thunderstorm. Contrel of
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Section M—DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCIDENT
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Lt liardwiek [iled & local clerrance for o 46 minute Plight, =is:lou te be T-28,
ihere were I gals of gasoline im the miroraft, Lt Hardwick beecame sirborne at 1445

P8T.

Setween 1118 and 153C PST, according th the only known witness, tris airereft wag
observed to dive out of the overcast over the scene of the mocic¢est, The ROCOmpAy ing
nolse was described ms similar to jetetype aircreft whioh indicstes pewer on and high
velecity. The angle of dive was estimated at between 80 deg. anc 80 deg. Accerding
to the witness the right wing left the airoreft after it had dived ome-third eof the
Gistance from the base of the clouds teo the ground, deseribed by the witness a3 a total
distance of 1300 ft. (The 1500 ft describted is subject te questic:z =a ene pilet reporte
the bases ¢f the cumule=nimbus st 12000 MSL, the Ranger at the Yszdenhall Statien
three miles XZ of the scene reported 10000 ft MSL. The airereft struck the ground at
(the 2500 ft level., This errer in altitude or the Judgement of the distance is
possible in that the mireraft, travelling at 600 MPH would traverse the distance from the
bese of the douds at 12000 ft. to the zround level of 2500 ft. ir = =stter of 12 seccnds
Imedistely after the first wing tore off the aireraft the other wing left the fuselage

j2né the sircraft seemed to disintegrate, agcording to the witness, with the exigire and
cockpit sectiop striking the ground,

The lecation of mmjor parts of the aircraft relative to the Z:irection of fligat
leads this board te conclude that the aircraft was in an inverted rosition in the dive
end that the left wing broke leese from the fusels ge first rether than the right wing as
idescribed by the witness. It is alse condluded that the empennage was torn loeose pricr
to impact with the ground. This conclusion was reached due to the rzletive conditien
of this section and its position on the ground plus the locatien sxé conditien of +he

jeoxygen tanks at the scene. The engine and cockpit sectien struck the ground with suck
velocity that due te its condition no investigation could be made relstive to the
positions of controls and power settings. It wns ascertained however thet the censry
; closed at the time of impact with the ground.

The pessidility of smmexis wes investigated and it was esteblissed that the oxygen
tenks were fully charged prier to this flight. Also that the pilet's oxygen mesk
jregistered no leaksge when tested 17 July 1948,

CONERISUTING CAUSE The pilot intentionally or unitentionally flew the sircraft
to ¥ cumule nimbus cloud which sccording o pilot's report measc-ed from 12000 £t base
SS000 ft top and while within this cloud lost comtrol due to umirewn reasens,
ulting iz & power dive of extreme welocity. Due to unknown ccméitiens the pilot was
bles teo recover the aircraft from the steep dive after "breakin: cut® of the clouwd
2 before the aircraft failed structurslly. There is possibility of head injuries in
bulence or amnoxia both of which camnot be determimed. Pilot diz zot wear orash helmet
2 Bmvewsasnss That all pilets be required become familier with ths structures and
hareo gtics ef thundersterms. Filots 1d be breifed on gust facters, especially
Agh weloolty gusts and their relation to the speed of esircraft = <: resultant excessive |
28 presexted oa both aircraft and pe 1.

Eophasis should be plsced on the proper\use and understandin: of oxygen systems,

> pilots should be imstructed in recogniszing early symptoms of a-neoxia, )

All pilets should be equipped with Aﬁqui!‘ed to wemr crask slmets during all
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21 September 1349

I, J. L. Hahn, residence 5828 Soutk irand Avenue, Los An-eles,
Califernia, was an eye witness to the cres® of an Air Hatioms]l Guard
Aircraft at sprroximately 3:30 P, Wednesday, 21 September 1342,

I heerd a loud roer and looking up I saw the aircraft reeking
out of the bottom of the thunderheads at s very steep angle and et 2
very high rate of speed. The loud ncise led me to helieve it =ight

be a Jet Aircraft.

I estimated the cloud layer to be 1500 feet above the terrain,
The sircraft was not spinning or gyr=tinz. At approximstely 500
feot below the clouds and 1000 feet above the terrainthe right wing
cene off the miroraft. The balence of the aircraft started to dis-
integrate snd hit the ground with trememdous inpact scattering perts
over a large area. I immediately proceedeé to ths wreskage arc stayed

with the remains until the rescve party arrived,
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WNY
1A3EP - 22332 21 SEPTEMBER 1545

VAN NUYS S@O3H 185/93/6423/9867 TRUG CU NE
BURBANK S5@C21/2XH 188/85/64%18/985/CB NE TWRG CU NEE

GLENDALE O2KH 81/S3\12/98AFEVW CU NE

PALMDALE E120€32 112/597/8AC/996/TURG CU N QUAD RWU OVR MTNS NWSE

1538P - 23382

VAN NUYS 6EC3H 102/94/62-5/985

BURSANK 58C3KK 108/87/64%8/984

GLENDALE SSC2KH 82/62%18

PALMDALE E120030 195/54/451115/996/G25 CB NE RWU OVR MTNS ¥

9898~4 2123452
EPS BLDC CU 25 MI NE OF VNY BSE l?lHSL TOPS OCNLT TO 358MSL. VSBY
1# M1 BELOW 10@MSL. A=2§ 1335P

A TRUE COPY )
2 o0 Ao’

TPRIL M. SMAIL
Captain, USAF
Sase Teather Ufficer

L S




CALIFCRNIA AIR NATIONAL GUARD
195TH FIGHTER SQUADRON (SE)
Metropolitan Airport
Van NMyys, California

21 September 1349

OPERATIONS)
ORDER #256) -EXTRACT -

Pursuant to authority contained in AR 95-15 dtd 3 May 1944, AR 95-90
dtd 24 July 42 and AF Reg 20=47 dtd 31 Cect 44, the following flights are
authorized and will be performed, this date, as listed below. Authority
is granted to deviate from the itinerary as listed when necessary in the
performance of the assigned mission:

Tm Acft,

Ser, No, Crew Mission Iime
Dol L 2 3 g

F51D 44-73080N 1 Lt WH Hardwick AO785808 195th Ftr Sq  T26 1445-1530
R o 2 ] b = ] ko 2

BY ORDER OF MAJOR FOY:

LYIE A. ADRIANSE
OFFICIAL: /s/ Major, AF, Cal NG
CLINTON R. HAHN Operations Officer
1st Lti’ ﬂ', Cal NG
Asst Operations Officer

CERTIFIED ?: EXTRACT COPY:
LINTON R. HAHN
1st Lt., AF, Cal G

As2t Operations Officer

EXHINIT "
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STATION DATE
Bertopelitan Airpert, Vam Nuys, Califernia l 21 Septezdar 1349
TYSE AT AT NO. | MISSION
F=51D 44=-T2080 ' T=26
iy NAME AND INITIALS RADE SERIAL NO. HOME STATION
Filet William H Haréwick lst Lt [ AD=-785808 Van Nuys
(List additional passengers on reverse side)
£ ETA (Mome base) | HOURS OF FUEL AUXILIARY BASE OF ST INTENDED LANDING
1e4sP | 1550P - | 3 plus 30 G ke C
FO&se ¥ FILED AT DATE FILED (Day. month, year)
not required - - -
e
AR T ASTERATT O R YT KO T QUAATIN L F HETe LoSTR TN AR R D 2 R A
CLEASSNCE AUTHORITY ' PILOT S SIGNATURE
s/CLINTON R HAHN, Bese Opng Off | S/WILLIAM H BAROWICK
ACTLAL DEPARTURE TACTUAL ARRIVAL
1445P

NS Sevilleuther at Van Nuys was clear and 2\miles with controled take-offs and landings
by the tower,

SERTIFIED A TRUE COPY

Sl
:‘é TON & M

Bst Lt, AF, CAL NG
Sase QOpns Officer
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Area of impact — fuselage and engine saction. Small parts which were
remaining weres scattered through the heswr zndarbrush for a radimm of 75 yards,
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‘ CALIFORNIA AIR umlngn D
Headquarters 146th Fighter Group
Metropolitan Airport. Box 432
Van Nuys. California

360,33 30 September 199

SURJECT: Crash, F=51-0, LL-73080
21 Sep 49, 1st It ¥,F, Hardwick

TC : HQ, USAF Field Office of the Air Tnspector
"lying Safety Division
Iangley Air Force Base
Hazpton, Virginia

1, Attached herewith, original copy Form 1 and all enclosures
covering above subject crash., Distribation is made in accordance with
A¥ Reg 62-1; dtd 20 Oct !y and NGB Air Memo 62-; dtd 1 Jan 49,

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:
—
{

ROEERT L. WOMD
Mrjor, AF CAL NG
Station Accident QOfficer



DATE:

v FIGHTER

CARGC

TRAINER

MISCELLANBOUS

4 FACILITIES
CODE SECTION

62-21 Letter A
Additional iccident ,Mwuum
Su 1«:;_.:@1 &mmt hej

Crash Fir_e m oY

Unutia-raem mmt
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AN N

\ 7 J WHMh
‘3 Metropolitan Rirport. Box 432
/o Van Nuys. California
M"'w 20 Soptcnb-r 15&9

SUBJECT: Crash, F-51-D, LL4~73080, 21 Sep L9, 1st It ®.E Hardwick

TC : Commanding Officer
li5th Fighter Group
Van ¥urs, California

byel €1 L90

1. Bnclosed herewith two (2) copies of AF Form 1 Covering subject
accident. Distribution has been maiz in accordance with A? Reg &2-1 and
NGB Air Memo £2-4;.

ROBERT L. WO(D
Major AF CAL ¥G
Station Accident Officer

TRAgCIDET m'rr?tqc BOARD:

1st Ind
HQ. 14CTE FIGI ITER GGt ‘P. Pe Co Box ﬂz. Yau Hm. @Lit. S0 aa’: £9
T0: CG, SZud Ftr Wz, S900 Bmpire Am-ue, Burbank, Calif

le The recemmondations conteized in attached Keport of iajor
Accident are concurred ine

es Imusdiate action is beins taken to insurs that all oilots roe
ceive Instruotion in charactoristics of thandorstorus with anraasis
on effeet ol hizh pust loads o =ilitery airoralt sad silots. In
addition all __s.lo.,s will receiwe ralresher instructiems im the [ JE T ST
tion of oxygen systems and early recomition of aneoxim, Action to

obtain erash hwlusts for wear of all persennel Tlying fichter type

aireralt will bo initintod at once.

CL.RANCS 4y A NN
Colonal,y, AF, | w ~+JEY
incly AF Form Vo 14 (dupl) Corsanding - v

PECTRI~TER




@ PECTRICTEN @

Hq libth Fir Gp,Van NSuys (30 Sep 49) 28 Ind
SUBJ: Crash, F-51-D, 44-73080,

21 Sep 49, 1=t Lt W H Hardwick
CG, HQ 62D FIGHTER WING, CAL NG, 3305 Bmpire Ave,Burbank,Calif, & Oct 49
TO: Senior Air Imnstructor, Hq 62d Fighter Wing, Burbank,Calif.

Concur in findings and recommendations.

%-—(ZL..

Brigsdier e-m-u, NG US
Incl n/c



® RESTRICTED ©

Subj: Crash, MH’ “-m, 21 Sep 45
ist I W. H, Hardwick i ] 30 h’ ‘9

34 Ind

(FFICE OF TEE SENICR AIR INSTRICTOR, 62D WING, ANG, 3905 Empire Avemus,
Burbezk, California, € October 1949.

TO: The Adjutent Gemeral, State of Californis, P O Box 1139, Sscramento,
California.

1. Concur in the genersl snalysie of this report.

2. It. Hardwick was cleared for a local flight on a comtrolled
VFR clesrance, Although the clearsnce was marginal due to a low leve
smog exd hase conditiom it is not considered possible thet this limited
1nhn1vn1umyamummn.muutn¢rmumm
entry st high level imto the cumlo-pisbus clouds fringing on the moun-
taincus terrainm bordering on our local flying areas.

3. It is recommended thet all pilots be thoroughly briefed omce
agein and them periocdically om the following subjects:

e. The inmedvisebility of an IFR flight of sxmy type in Fe5l
type aireraft,

b. Charscteristics of thunderhesds and the expected turbulamce
and gust fectors in and sround them and the points against ever going
imte such an ares.

¢, Warning signs of anoxia and actiom to be taken,

4: The 146th Fighter Group commander has alresdy initisted sction
to effect the desired results,

$s Purther, it is recompended that all pilots be equipped with and
be required to use crash helmets, pilot protective, Pel, suthorised and
reguired by TO O0=30=1A snd TO 00=2C=4l, Requisition was submitted in
June 1949 snd answer from Hq ANC deted 1) September 1949 said to reomder
in 100 days, which would make recrder date 22 December 1949.

CAQ\G L8
Inel n/e E. A. SCEMID

Colonel, USAF
Sr Ar Instruotor



(Bg, 148 Fir Gp, 30 Sept 49)

NGGCT-4 4th Ind RS/ 1=2

Subj: Crash F-51-3, 44-73080,
21 Sep 49, Lt W.d.Hardwick )

T0: Comaniiag Gemersl, 4th Air Force, Hamilton AF3, Hamilitoa, Califs-

Concur iz findings and recomsexdations of the 3oard, and
action taken by the Commandiang Officer, 146th Ftr Gp.

FOR TEE ADJUTANT GERERAL:

Incls: 4 R R cﬁl. m. CaL TG
/e —-—— e Adnin Officer

“-,‘. - e e, .’?\-‘
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Crash F-ul-D 44-73080, 21 Sep 49, lst Lt W.H. m& A .
= @ 4 OCT 1948

Eeedquerters, Fourth iir Force, Hamilton AFB, Hamilton, Catiferzia . :

T2: Commanding General, Continents: Air Command, Mitchel Air Fecrce Base,
New YTork

1. A r.ﬁu of the Aircraft ifccidemt Report indicates that the cause
of swbject accident is unkmowm.

2. Recommend that the policy referred to in letter, this neadquarters,
supject, Flying Safety, dated 26 Sep 49, inclosed, (Incl 2) be adopted by
headquarters, NGB and be implemented by Air Natiomal Guerd Units operating
sirgle place aireraft.

3. Do not concur with the recosmendations of the Semior iir Imstructor,
peragraph Ja, 3rd indorsement. Reocmmend that headquarters, NGB or Flying
Safety Division, Headquarters, USAF punlish a letter on the subject of fly-
ing the F=8l type aireraf't during instrument conaitioms.

4. This accident will be brought to the attention of ail rated piiocts
under the command and supervision of this Headquarters.,

¢ Inels:
1. AF Form 14 w/exnibits.
2. Ltr, Hq 4AF, subj Fly
Safety, 26 Sep 49.
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360.33 (30 Sep 49) C ol
Crash, F-61D, 44-73080, 21 Sep 49, 1st Lt W.E Hardwick e

Qv Y
_ s 3 [
FS360.53 (30 Sep 49) gth Ind 3 N
3 CONTIRENTAL AIR COMMAND, Mitchel Air Force Base, New Tork ot |
)
I%RU: Chief, Fational Guard Bureau, Washingtom 25, Du C. v ﬁ
S |
D t: Chief, Flying Safety Division, Office of Air Imspector, 1001st N 8
Inspector Gemeral Unit, langley Air Force Base, Virgiuia N v
1. Reference is made :ul" Form 14, Report of Major Aircraft h N W |
Accident in the case of lst {1liam B, Hardwick in F-31D #44-73080 ~O V¥
near Van Nuys, California on 21 September 1949. Sy
f
2. This headgquarters comours with the findings of the alroreft
accident investigating board and with the preventive actim taken. }: "
A
3. Further, this headquarters concurs with the recomendations &~
of the Commanding Genmeral, Fourth Air Force in paragraphs Z and 3, 5th -\\* ‘

Indorsement.

FOR THE COMMAND ING GINERALs

- kT

1. w/d Brig. General, WA
ok Deputy for Operations
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SURJECT: Crash, F-51D 44~73080, 21 Sept 49, lst It ¥, E, Hardwick, 30 Sept 49
X

CSNGB-AFOTO 360,33 Calif (3C Sept 49) 7th Ind,

Hqs., Depts of the Army and the Air Force, Netional Guard Buream, 3
Washington 25, D, C, 8 November 1949

T0: Chief of Staff, United States Air Force, Flying Safety Divieion,
Langley Air Force Base, Virginie

1. The National Guard Bureau requests that an educational flying
safety bulletin covering "Instrument Flight in Fighter Type Alrcraft® be
publighed and disseminated teo all air units,

2. The National Guard Bureau concurs with the recommendations of the
Alrcraft Accident Board as contained in Section N, Paragraph 2, "Recommendations,®
of the Form 14,

3. It i1s pointed out that let Lt Hardwick had s total of 246,7 hours
in the P=5]1 aircraft, plus 47,5 hours within the last 9C days, and 12.25 hours
within the last 30 days. Therefore, Lt Eardwick's preficlency is well above
the minimum pro rated budgetary minimume and these regquired by NGB Air
Memorandum 60-8, Therefore, the attached latter has mo bearing on the
accident, :

4., Past experience in Air National Guard accidents has revealed that
a proficient fighter pilot, indoctrinating a new pilet, too often forces the
pilet on initial and transition trainming to exceed his capabilities, In
addition to this factor, the present budgetary limitaticns on flying time
make it imposeidle to force instructor pilets to expesd their flying time
in this gquestionable manner,

FOR THR CHINF, NATIONAL QUARD BUREAU:

APRRA R

7 62 PETER K, Emxiworon ‘
eﬂad. USAY \
Chief, Alr Ogn & Tag Op
Alr Torce Divisics
National Guard Purean
1 Isecl:

n/e

‘lb—"'l
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE %~ -
RAMILTON AIR FORCE BASE : ;
HAMILTON, CALIFORNIA

% REPLY REFER 70: 28 Sept 1949

or 360,351
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Accident Number

s

~Flolsli b

Type, Model and Series

ACCIDENT TYPE | FLIGHT REFERENCE
11 | ire: 1 Contact
12 L Collism with grouul or water .2 # Instrument (actual)
113 | Collision, other '3 Instrument (simulated)
14 | Stall 4 On Top_ 1
1 18 _ Hard Landing K Undetermined ;
16 Landing, wheels-up PHASE OF FLIGHT !
17 | Groundloop | Engines running, not taxiing }
18 | Nose-up or Nose-over 02 Taxiing |
: Premature Ret. or Col. of L, G. 23 Takeoff 1
20 . Fire on Ground 04 Pattern
21 | Spin or Spiral i .05 Final Aporoach and Landing
22 | # Abandoned Aircraft [ 08 | Go around
(23] " Disintegration 07 g#”| Normal Flight 1
T24 Explosion % - Ground Gunnery Pass i
3 N. E. C. 99 Acrial Gunnery Pass
' 99 Undetermined ‘10 %m
£ ] 11 | oW
- T ™ N.E.C.
! 1 Rain 939 Undetermined
2 Fog | ‘
3  Dust, sand, smoke, or haze . o FORMATION |
3 Snow ' 1 ?,F-m
S i Sleet or hail 2 ' Not in Formation
6| Wind ‘ |
7 Wing or propeller ice ﬁ TIME OF ACCIDENT
i 8/ ﬁ Thunderstorms 1 # | Day
9! Turbulence | ¥ Night
A Clouds -
H | NOT A FACTOR 1 ALTITUDE OF FLIGHT
| Y N. E C. L} Ltitud
| | B ; %
— - .
s i

av
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PRELIINARY ACCIDENT REPORT
A 21ST SIPT, 49 1330 HOWRS 17 WILES MORTH EAST NETRGPOLITAM A

Bn'ggﬁb ~TIES 155TH FTR °Q SINCLT INCINE HQS IACTTTITTH FTR CP 628D

FTR VING ATH AIR CALIF PD
DEMOLISHED PD DISPOSITION UNKNOEN PD
€ VILLIAM K, BARDWICK 1ST LT AO-70(360: 195TH m SQ 1ASTH FTR GP
§2ND FTR WING ATH AF VANNUYS CALIF PD NONT PD DECREE OF INJURY
FATAL PD
TANT
MOKY
UNENOWY
LMENCEN
UNKNOWN
VANRUYS LOCAL CLEARANCE
-2t
CLEAR 2 MILE MA2T AND SMONE AT VANNUYS PAREN TOVER CONTROL VFR PARDN
UTATHER AT ®CENE OF ACCIDENT CLEAR 18
UNKNOWN
Yi*
22718012 TEPT

= re :-u.u::n'-tmu




	IMG_0574
	IMG_0575
	IMG_0576
	IMG_0577
	IMG_0578
	IMG_0579
	IMG_0580
	IMG_0581
	IMG_0582
	IMG_0583
	IMG_0584
	IMG_0585
	IMG_0586
	IMG_0587
	IMG_0588
	IMG_0589
	IMG_0590
	IMG_0591
	IMG_0592
	IMG_0593
	IMG_0594
	IMG_0596
	IMG_0597
	IMG_0598
	IMG_0599
	IMG_0600
	IMG_0601
	IMG_0602
	IMG_0603
	IMG_0604
	IMG_0605
	IMG_0606
	IMG_0607
	IMG_0608

